
 

 Tetra Tech 
160 Federal Street, 3rd Floor, Boston MA, 02110 

Tel 617.443.7500   Fax 617.737.3480   www.tetratech.com 

February 27, 2017 

Shane Guan 

NOAA NMFS Office of Protected Resources 

1315 East-West Highway 

SSMC-3 Suite 13756 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

RE:  Northeast Gateway® Deepwater Port Incidental Take Statement and Incidental Harassment 

Authorization Annual Summary Report for the 2016 Operating Period – January 2016 

through December 2016 

Dear Mr. Guan, 

On behalf of Northeast Gateway®, L.P. (Northeast Gateway®) and accordance with Condition 12 Annex 

A of the Northeast Gateway® Energy Bridge™, L.P. (Northeast Gateway) Maritime Administrator of the 

U.S. Maritime Administration (MARAD) License to Own, Construct, and Operate a Deepwater Port 

issued to Northeast Gateway on May 14, 2007, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) Biological Opinion issued on November 21, 2014, and Incidental Take 

Statement (ITS) issued on December 22, 2015, Northeast Gateway® is providing for your record the 

Northeast Gateway® Deepwater Port (NEG Port or Port) Port Incidental Take Statement and Incidental 

Harassment Authorization Monitoring Report – Summary 2016, a summary of required monitoring and 

recording of marine mammal and sea turtle sightings and incidences of take that occur while Energy 

Bridge Regasification Vessels (EBRVs™) are transiting to the Port within the designated Boston Traffic 

Separation Scheme (TSS), maneuvering within the Port’s Area to be Avoided (ATBA), and/or while 

actively engaging in the use of thrusters. The following is a summary of all marine mammal and sea turtle 

sightings and potential incidents of take for the 2016 operating year. 

Over the 2016 operating period, only 2 port calls to the NEG Port were scheduled.  The 

EBRV™ Express, transited through Massachusetts Bay waters and arrived at the NEG Port on November 

30, 2015 to conduct commercial cargo delivery into the 2016 Winter Heating Season.  In addition, the 

EBRV™ Excelerate arrived at the Broad Sound Anchorage area on January 25, 2016, with the intention 

to moor at the NEG Port to conduct commercial cargo delivery into the 2016 Winter Heating Season. 

However, EBRV™ Excelerate never connected to the NEG Port as she was diverted to a different 

destination.  

On November 30, 2015 at approximately 09:06 the EBRV™ Express moored to NEG Port Buoy A and 

continued operations through February 2016. The EBRV™ Express’ call at the NEG Port for the purpose 

of commercial cargo delivery began on November 30, 2015. Most of Excelerate Energy’s sales were done 

ahead of the winter season with a number of clients in the Northeast Region.  Some of the agreements 

were structured in such a way that Excelerate Energy’s customers had rights to request gas delivery at 

short notice.  As a result, in order to meet contractual obligations, EBRV™ Express had to remain 

moored to NEG Port Buoy A in order to be in position for response to any immediate demands from these 

customers.  On February 27, 2016 at approximately 20:23, the EBRV™ Express departed NEG Port Buoy 

A and anchored the same day within the Broad Sound Anchorage area, at approximately 22:14.  

EBRV™ Express remained anchored within the anchorage for the remainder of February 2016, scheduled 
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to conduct a buoy lift maintenance operation at NEG Port Buoy A prior to departing the region through 

the Boston TSS in early March.   

On January 25, 2016 at approximately 13:00, the EBRV™ Excelerate anchored within the Broad Sound 

Anchorage area after transiting the Boston TSS prior to the intended arrival date at the NEG Port in 

February 2016.  The EBRV™ Excelerate was scheduled to start cargo delivery operations in February 

2016.  However, EBRV™ Excelerate never connected to the NEG Port as she was diverted to a different 

destination. EBRV™ Excelerate departed the Broad Sound Anchorage area on February 10, 2016, and 

transited out through the Boston TSS. 

At approximately 06:30 on March 3, 2016, EBRV™ Express departed the anchorage, transiting to the 

NEG Port to conduct a scheduled buoy lift maintenance operation at NEG Port Buoy A prior to departing 

the region through the Boston TSS.  After successful completion of the buoy lift maintenance operation, 

EBRV™ Express departed from NEG Port Buoy A at approximately 13:23 on March 3, 2016.  

EBRV™ Express transited through the Boston TSS, clearing AB Buoy #10 at approximately 23:22.  

During the 2016 operational period, all actions required under the NOAA-approved Marine Mammal 

Detection, Monitoring, and Response Plan for Operations of the NEG Port and Pipeline Lateral were 

implemented on EBRV™ Express and EBRV™ Excelerate, as required. A total of two marine mammals 

were sighted during the reporting period, one while the EBRV™ Express was moored to NEG Port Buoy 

A and the other while the EBRV™ Excelerate was at anchor in the Broad Sound Anchorage area. No 

other marine mammals were sighed while vessels were transiting from the Broad Sound Anchorage area, 

maneuvering within Port’s ATBA, conducting the scheduled buoy lift maintenance operation at NEG Port 

Buoy A, transiting the designated Boston TSS, and/or while actively engaging in the use of thrusters. 

Attachment 1 contains copies of the signed Marine Mammal Sighting Logs completed by assigned 

EBRV™ look-outs during these events. Attachment 1. Records of those individuals who have completed 

the marine mammal and sea turtle training during the 2016 operational period have been included in 

Attachment 2. 

For all Port activities, all EBRV™ personnel responsible for navigational duties or look-outs on all 

vessels received NOAA-approved training on marine mammal and sea turtle sighting/reporting and vessel 

strike avoidance measures.  

Table 1 Summarizes marine mammal and sea turtle sightings and incidences of take that took place while 

the above listed EBRVs were transiting within the designated TSS, transiting to/from the Broad Sound 

Anchorage area, maneuvering within the Port’s ATBA, and/or while actively engaging in the use of 

thrusters. As evidenced in Table 1, no take by incidental harassment of any species was reported during 

the 2016 operating period. 
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Table 1: Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Sightings and Take Summary - 2016 

Date Vessel Name 
Observatio

n Period 
(00:00) 

Species1 
# 

Sighted 

Closest 
Distance 

From 
Vessel 

Vessel 
Activity 

# 
Take 

1/17/2016 Express 15:20 Small whale 1 ≤ 2 miles 
Moored to 
NEG Buoy 

A 
0 

2/4/2016 Excelerate 19:05 Gray seal 1 ≤ 50 yd 

At anchor 
within the 

Broad 
Sound 

Anchorage 
area 

0 

Total Sighted: 2 Total # Takes: 0 

1 Look-out personnel responsible for the monitoring for marine mammals have undergone NOAA-approved marine mammal 
identification training; however, these individuals do not have the long-term sighting expertise of NOAA-certified Marine Mammal 
Observers. Therefore the accuracy of the species identification is based solely on the look-out’s best guess and a positive 
identification should not be assumed. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Timothy Feehan 

Environmental Project Manager 

Tetra Tech, Inc.  

cc: Brian Hopper – NOAA NMFS Protected Resources Division 

 Leila Hatch – Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary 

 Yvette Fields – U.S. Department of Transportation, Maritime Administration 

 Linden Houston – U.S. Department of Transportation, Maritime Administration 

 Roddy Bachman – USCG Headquarters 

 Mike Trammel – Excelerate Energy, L.P. 

 Capt. Jeff Havlicek – Northeast Gateway®, L.P. 

 Nicole Picot – Excelerate Energy, L.P. 

 Holger Klinck – Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
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Attachment 1 

NEG Marine Mammal Sighting Logs 

2016 
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Attachment 2 

NEG Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Certification Records 

2016 



Vessel:

Voyage Nbr:
Port:
Date:

Excelerate

051

At sea

19 Jan 2016

~/erate
energy

STATEMENT of onboard Marine Mammal Trainin2

Dear Sirs,

Please be advised that following crewmembers have received the Marine Mammal Training on board:

Master
2/0
2/0
2/0
3/0
Ala
Bosun
AB
AB
AB
AB
AB
as

Valter Ancic
Andrzej Turowski
Jerome Nokerman
Tim van Lierde
Steven Sermeus
Bart Jonckers
Ramon Tudtud
Helvin Duat
Randy Sacal
Melchor Casipit
Glenn Riataza
Jerwin Magcale
Joram Labing

The course was given by C/O Benno Robaeys on 19 Jan 2016. Personal certificates were issued
accordingly.

Capt. ValterAncic
Master of Excelerate

Excelerate Energy L P. 1450 Lake Robbins Drive Suite 200 The Woodlands, TX 77380. USA Tel 832.813.7100 Fax 832.813.7103.
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accordingly.
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Master of Excelerate

Excelerate Energy L P. 1450 Lake Robbins Drive Suite 200 The Woodlands, TX 77380. USA Tel 832.813.7100 Fax 832.813.7103.


